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to me; I called you a traitor; I don't think you are so.* You called me a scoundrel; you don't think me one, for we are "both brave. But, look you, we must fight; one of us must die. I hate you because you hate the man whom I love and admire as much as God, if not more.f We must fight, and that immediately. I swear that before I go to bed to-night this affair shall be settled!"
All the witnesses of the scene were sensible that such words as had been exchanged demanded blood, and even life. But what was to be done? The General had proscribed duels; he would not have any in his army. If the affair were to be deferred till the next day he would know of it, and then it would be impossible to settle it. Murat's garden was spacious; it sloped down to the Nile. Torches were lighted, and there they might fight that very instant. It was nine o'clock and quite dark.
<( What weapon shall we take ?>} said Junot. (< A pretty question!}) said Lanusse. <(Pistols, to be sure.^ Everyone looked at him in astonishment. He had been insulted; according to the laws of dueling he had a right to choose the weapons that should be employed. All were therefore surprised that he should prefer one which, in Junot's hand, was sure to prove fatal. It is well known that he was the most expert marksman with the pistol, not only in France, but almost in Europe. At twenty-five paces he never missed an ace, and could cut the ball in two, and that exactly in the middle, against the blade of a knife. <( I will not fight you with pistols,}) said he coolly to Lanusse; <( you are no marksman, you could not hit a barn door. We ought to fight upon equal terms. We have our swords; let us go.^
Bessikres, who was Junot's second with Murat, whispered to him that he was a foolish fellow, as Lanusse was a capital swordsman, and he might perhaps stand no chance with him. <( Consider, too," said Murat, <(that it is for life or death.J> Junot would not listen to anything. They proceeded to the garden, and by the way Lanusse
* Lanusse was remarkable for bravery, and one of the most distinguished officers of the Army of Egypt.
f I have been advised to omit this expression, but I have not done so, because it was actually used by Junot, and, being acquainted with his religious creed, I know how to estimate it. He was not pious, but he was a believer. the Treaty of Leoben, Junot, being at Clagenfurth                               i
